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In addition to this* some allowance must be
made for sweets, etc., which form an important
element of consumption at marriages and similar
festive occasions.

For this purpose, I have taken an average of
1 oz. per head per day. This gives us a total quantity
of 3,208,008 tons for the whole of India for one
year.

My calculation would, however, be incomplete,
unless I were to take into account the quantity of
food which falls under the denomination of wastage,
I do not think I should be far out if I set down 10
per cent on the total consumption to be wasted. After
making a further addition of 4,556,240 tons on this
account, we arrive at the conclusion that for human
consumption alone 50,118,640 tons are required for
the whole population of India for one year* But
there are several other purposes for which cereals
are used. They form a part of the requirements of'
cattle and horses, and about two million tons must,
of necessity, be kept stored for seed for the next year.

About five million tons of cereals are exported
annually from the country. Exports are unavoidable
and indispensable, in order partly to provide for
funds to buy imported necessities and luxuries of life,
and partly to meet obligations on account of home
charges.

Thus we see that in round numbers we require
77 million tons of cereals to meet our demands fd?
one year.